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pings. It is very difficult to transmit the infection from an infected to a healthy bird by direct contact. Some process appears to be necessary before a healthy bird can become infected. The other factor which is necessary before the disease can spread is the tiny caecal worm of chickens. This worm is very small, being seldom more than % inch in length. So far as known, this worm does not cause serious trouble in either chickens or turkeys. It is present in the caecum of the greater number of chickens raised on the farm.
When turkeys are raised on ground where poultry have ranged, they easily become infected with the csecal worm. This worm enters the blind gut or appendix of the turkey and paves the way for the entrance of the blackhead parasite. The worms injure the lining of the inside of the caecum and cause minute cuts or abrasions. If turkeys swallow blackhead parasites from the ground or in their food or water, these are carried into the intestines and eventually find their way into the caecum. Here they enter the wall of the caecum through the openings in the lining of the intestines made by the worms.
Two organisms, therefore, are necessary before blackhead can gain a foothold in a flock of turkeys, namely caecal worms and the blackhead parasite. When both are present at the same time, birds quickly become infected. Methods of controlling this disease involve the raising of turkeys on ground free from chicken contamination. As a further illustration of the danger of mingling turkeys and chickens, it may be pointed out that blackhead may often be produced by feeding chicken droppings to young turkeys. After the disease becomes established in the blind gut, the parasites are carried to the liver by means of the blood-streams.
Symptoms of blackhead
The head does not turn black. The affected birds become gradually weaker until a diarrhea appears. This is often greenish-yellow in color. The birds stand in a humped posi-